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Overview of Fellowship 

The Waianae Coast Comprehensive Health Center will offer One (1) post-doctoral fellowship position in 
clinical neuropsychology, with a combination of adult and pediatric cases, through the behavioral health 
department.  This position is a full-time training position, for 2 calendar years, designed to meet the 
training qualifications for board certification in clinical neuropsychology.  Employment is contingent on 
passing a background investigation, Office of Inspector General check, drug screening, and employee 
health clearance to become a post-doctoral fellow at WCCHC.  Any misrepresentation in the WCCHC 
application, regardless of when discovered, may be cause for dismissal. 

Training is one of the Waianae Coast Comprehensive Health Center’s missions and the psychology 
training program is extensive.  In a typical year, there are 23 students in various levels of training from 
diagnostic practicum for doctoral students to post-doctoral fellowships and a clinical site for the D.O. 
students at AT Still University, which is housed on campus.  The psychology internship program has been 
APPIC accredited since its inception and received APA accreditation in 2013.  This is the commencement 
of the post-doctoral position in clinical neuropsychology.  The training program conforms to the Houston 
Conference guidelines for Specialty Education and Training in Clinical Neuropsychology.  The fellowship 
will adhere to a scientist-practitioner model.  The training program is also structured in accordance with 
APPIC post-doctoral fellow guidelines and fellows will gain at least 1500 training hours. 

Waianae Coast Comprehensive Health Center 

The Waianae Coast Comprehensive Health Center serves the federally designated, medically 
underserved communities on the Waianae coast and surrounding communities, in the Leeward and 
Central regions of Oahu.  At the WCCHC campus, integrative medicine is practiced to include primary 
care, pediatrics, case management, obstetrics, chronic pain management, dentistry, preventive health, a 
free standing 24 hour Emergency Department, Native Hawaiian Healing, and a fully integrated 
behavioral health program that includes psychiatry, psychology, primary care, health psychology, 
behavioral medicine, case management, women’s health, pediatrics, and substance abuse treatment. 
Within the Behavioral Health department, there are currently 14 full-time psychologists, 3 full time 
psychiatrists, 2 full-time Advanced Practice Registered Nurse, and a Peer Counselor on staff.  The 
Behavioral Health Department also includes an outstanding team of Medical Assistants and Medical 
Receptionists. 

This site provides trainees with unique and enriching training experiences.  The population served is 
culturally diverse, predominantly of Native Hawaiian ancestry and many have traditional cultural 
ideologies and values.  Neuropsychology fellows will provide neuropsychological assessment for a wide 
range of presenting concerns including acute, chronic, severe, and complex psychological, organic 
and/or substance related conditions.  Neuropsychology fellows will have the opportunity to provide 
behavioral health services to children, adolescents, and adults, many of whom are homeless or of low 
income and have histories of multiple traumatic experiences, multiple traumatic brain injuries, and 
chronic substance use, in addition to a wide range of chronic medical conditions.  Neuropsychology 



fellows will receive exposure to a wide range of psychiatric diagnoses co-occurring with medical 
conditions.  

Fellows will perform neuropsychological services in various clinics, each which provides unique training 
experiences.  The Mawaena Clinic provides outpatient behavioral health services.  “Mawaena” means 
“center” in the Hawaiian language and is representative of bringing people back to their center and 
finding balance between mind, body, and spirit.  Located near the ocean or “kai,” the Mawaena Kai 
Clinic is the location for several possible rotations including Biological basis of Severe Mental Illness and 
includes a Biofeedback clinic.  The Women’s Health Clinic provides the opportunity for behavioral health 
integration into primary care.  The major focus of the behavioral health research is currently a 
collaboration between disciplines (psychology, Women’s Health, pediatrics, and preventative health) 
and between community and the University of Hawaii, John A Burns School of Medicine (UH JABSOM) 
investigating how maternal stress contributes to infant health outcomes, like obesity and other chronic 
medical illnesses.  The Pediatric Clinic provides services to children, adolescents, and their families in an 
integrated primary care setting.  The Kapolei Health Care Center is one of WCCHC’s satellite clinics.  It is 
located in the Kapolei Medical Center and provides services for children, adolescents, and adults.  
Malama Recovery Services means “caring for self” with regard to recovery, and provides outpatient 
substance abuse treatment services to the community.  The Waipahu Clinic and the Nanakuli Clinics are 
additional satellite clinics where integrated patient services are provided including from case 
management, and primary care services and behavioral health services. 

Didactics 

Neuropsychology fellows core didactics will be through telemedia with another AABN program.  
Additionally, site specific didactics will be provided including, but not limited to, cultural considerations 
in working with this population and cultural considerations specific to assessment with this population, 
ethics, risk assessment, journal club, psychopharmacology, biological substrates of mental illness, 
dementia, traumatic brain injury, substance abuse, research/program development and opportunities to 
do presentations for staff by students on various neuropsychology topics.   Fellows will take the 
neuroanatomy course offered by NAN and can take neuroimaging continuing education.  Additionally, 
due to our collaborative relationship with UH JABSOM, fellows may be allowed opportunity to train 
alongside medical students, particular in regards to neurology and neuroimaging, or for any areas in the 
7 core cognitive domains that need additional emphasis.  Neuropsychology fellows have the opportunity 
to work with trainees from different levels of training and from other disciplines, as well as, with 
providers from many other disciplines. 

Philosophy and Goals of Training 

The philosophy of the WCCHC post-doctoral clinical neuropsychology fellowship is based on a scientist-
practitioner model.  All aspects of general neuropsychology and professional education and training 
should be integrated. 

The primary goal of the training program is to prepare students for the practice of clinical 
neuropsychology and board certification in clinical neuropsychology.  Our program emphasizes 



decreasing ethnic disparities and access to services.  Fellows will be able to provide a full range of 
neuropsychological evaluations to all ages of clients.  Referrals will come from the behavioral health 
clinic, case management, or any primary care and are all outpatient referrals.  Fellows will also conduct 
research related to neuropsychological referral questions.  Research interests should seek to improve 
services provided to our patient population or to answer questions that can help to reduce health 
disparities, in this predominantly Pacific Islander population.   

Training will ensure that all fellows have the required knowledge in the core domains of: assessment, 
intervention, consultation, supervision, research and inquiry, consumer protection and professional 
development.  All fellows will possess the knowledge from the basic psychology and clinical psychology 
acquired through graduate school.  Additionally, fellows are expected to have the knowledge of 
foundation for the study of brain-behavior relationships and for the practice of clinical neuropsychology.  
The fellowship at the WCCHC will ensure that the fellows meet the requirements for knowledge in these 
areas as stipulated by the Houston Conference.  For those fellows that may be deficient in these areas, 
partnerships through the medical school or other neuropsychology professional organizations can 
provide additional training in these areas.   

Training Activities 

Post-doctoral fellows will be involved in direct clinical service for at least 25% of their time.  Direct 
service may involve providing neuropsychological  assessments, report writing, therapy, and 
consultation. A minimum of 10% of the fellow’s times will be spent in supervision and other training 
related activities (didactics).  20% of the fellow’s time will be spent in research activities.   

Rotations 

Clinical training will consist of neuropsychological assessment and consultation for all ages for any 
appropriate referral question.  The most common type of referral questions will be related to dementia, 
traumatic brain injury, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, intellectual disability, autism spectrum 
disorders, substance use disorders, medical conditions associated with neurological or behavioral 
deficits (seizures, early onset bipolar disorder and schizophrenia), fetal alcohol disorder and other 
substance use exposure in utero.  Our adult evaluations are often utilized in disability evaluations. 

• The Adult Medicine and Pharmacy Building is the location of the WCCHC Emergency 
Department and often accommodates ED requests for psychological consultations. It 
offers outpatient behavioral health services for children, adolescents, and adults. Typical 
evaluations in the Emergency room are related to risk assessment, substance abuse and 
intoxication, or acute medical conditions.  Adult medicine referrals include evaluations 
of memory, functional capacity, factors affecting chronic medical condition 
maintenance, traumatic brain injuries, and neurological disorders.    

• The Women’s Health Clinic is located on the second floor of the Family Medical Building. 
It provides behavioral health integration into the primary care arena, individual 
psychotherapy, crisis intervention, psychological assessment, and consultation and 



collaboration with OB/GYN physicians, nurse practitioners, perinatal case managers, and 
other medical and behavioral health professionals.  Referral questions from this rotation 
are typically related to psychological symptoms, although there are occasional referrals 
for medical disorders like epilepsy.  

• The Pediatric Clinic is located on the first floor of the Family Medical Building. It provides 
services to children, adolescents, and their families and provides opportunities for 
integration of behavioral health services within primary care.  Referral questions from 
this rotation are commonly related to developmental delays, autism spectrum 
disorders, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder, child abuse and neglect, and medical 
syndromes with neurological components.  

• Malama Recovery Services provides substance abuse treatment for patients who 
experience challenges with substance abuse and dependence. The staff is comprised of 
psychologists, a nurse practitioner, and certified substance abuse counselors (CSACs).  
Intakes for the substance abuse treatment are conducted by CSAC’s.  The 
neuropsychology fellow may receive referral cases related to disability evaluations after 
sustained chronic drug abuse. 

• Mawaena Kai Clinic is adjacent to the Mawaena Clinic and is the primary setting for 
several rotations, including the Biological Bases of Severe Psychopathology Rotation.  
Referrals from this rotation are for assistance with differential diagnosis, determining 
presence of intellectual disability, and determining functional abilities. 

• Malama Ola (Weight Disorder Clinic) is a multi-disciplinary clinic to target all aspects of 
nutrition and healthy lifestyles.  There is a primary care doctor, psychologist, dietician, 
and a full fitness center with personal trainers and a schedule of classes.  Fellows may 
be asked to provide evaluations for bariatric surgery candidates. 

• Mawaena Clinic (main Behavioral Health clinic) offers outpatient behavioral health 
services to children, adolescents, and adults; psychological assessment; and provides 
the opportunity for consultation with psychiatry. This clinic is staffed by providers from 
both psychiatry and psychology disciplines.  All psychologists can refer any patient for 
evaluations. 

 

Other Training Opportunities 

Additional training opportunities may include: 

• Providing supervision for other trainees in neuropsychological assessment. 
• Facilitate at least 4 neuropsychological journal club discussions. 
• Conducting presentations to other departments on the utility and appropriateness of 

neuropsychological referrals. 



Research 

Fellows will participate in research within the neuropsychology department.  Fellows will be allowed to 
develop their own research hypotheses and to apply for grant funding.  Fellows will be strongly 
encouraged to present their findings at regional or national conferences or through peer-reviewed 
scholarly journal.   

Evaluation 

Formal written progress evaluations are prepared by the Director of Training at the mid-year and 
conclusion of each training year.  Fellows must be receiving all ratings of 5 and 6, which indicates “High 
Intermediate. ”  At the conclusion of the fellowship all fellows should be receiving ratings of 7 and 8, 
which indicates Advanced skills, practicing at the level of a licensed psychologist.   

By the time the fellow has completed the program they should demonstrate advanced skill in 
neuropsychological evaluation, treatment and consultation to patients and professionals sufficient to 
practice on an independent basis, display an advanced understanding of brain-behavior relationships, 
and have submitted some form of scholarly activity. 

Supervision 

Fellows will be supervised by a board certified clinical neuropsychologist.  They will receive at least two 
hours of direct supervision a week. Fellows will receive additional supervision from other clinical 
psychologists or physicians in terms of their specialty areas for consultation, supervision, and didactics. 
Fellows will also be provided a certificate of completion upon fulfillment of their training program 
requirements.  

Remediation/Dismissal: 

If remediation is necessary, a specific training plan will be established.  If the supervisee does not make 
sufficient progress a formal remediation may be considered, which includes a written warning. 

Grievance/Due Process Procedures.  

Please see handbook for detailed description of both remediation and grievance policies.  

Stipend and Benefits 

The stipend for the 2016-2018 year is $100,000 for fellows that are already licensed to provide 
psychology services in the state of Hawaii. This includes the standard benefit package, including health 
insurance, 2 weeks paid vacation, 10 holidays, and 10 days for professional development.  For fellows 
that do not already possess a license the annual salary is $45,000. 

Fellows have individual office space, computer, access to UH JABSOM on-line database and 
neuropsychology journals through NAN, APA Div 40, and AACN.   

Eligibility 



Applicants should be graduates of CPA/APA accredited clinical psychology programs and completed a 
CPA/APA or equivalent. Applicants should demonstrate prior training in clinical neuropsychology 
through relevant coursework, practicums, and research.  All degree requirements must be completed 
before the start date.  There is a strong emphasis on culture and diversity in training at this site, and the 
population served is primarily of Native Hawaiian ancestry.  WCCHC strongly encourages applications 
from a variety of diverse backgrounds and does not discriminate on any minority status.  For individuals 
requiring accommodations in the application or interview process, please contact the DOT.     

To apply or ask questions about the fellowship, please contact: 

Tanya D’Avanzo, PhD, ABPP-CN 
drtanya@hawaii.rr.com 
Waianae Coast Comprehensive Health Center 
86-260 Farrington Hwy 
Waianae, HI 96792 
808-697-3469 
 

Core Training Faculty 

Tanya D’Avanzo, Ph.D., ABPP-CN:  Director of Training for Clinical Neuropsychology Post-Doctoral 
Fellowship.  Dr. D’Avanzo is a board-certified clinical neuropsychologist who has been in private practice 
since 1998.  She is faculty at the Rehabilitation Hospital of the Pacific and a consulting neuropsychologist 
at Kaiser Medical Center, Queen's Medical Center, and the Honolulu Veterans Administration.  She is 
also an executive board member of the National Academy of Neuropsychology and a past president of 
the Hawaii Psychological Association. 
 

Jenny Ebesutani, Psy.D. Jenny Ebesutani, Psy.D. is a Staff Psychologist in the Pediatric Health Clinic, 
where she provides integrated child/adolescent and pediatric psychology services. She works with 
children, adolescents, adults and families. She received her Doctoral and Master's degrees in Clinical 
Psychology from the American School of Professional Psychology at Argosy University, Hawaii. She 
earned a Bachelor's degree in Human Development with a Minor in Women's Studies at Boston College. 
She completed her predoctoral internship at the Counseling and Student Development Center, 
University of Hawaii at Manoa. She completed her postdoctoral fellowship in Child/Pediatric Psychology 
at Tripler Army Medical Center. Her clinical interests include child/adolescent and pediatric psychology, 
cultural diversity, rural psychology, and grief and bereavement. Her theoretical orientation is 
Humanistic, with an integration of other theoretical approaches as appropriate.  

Shayna Fujii, Psy.D. is a Staff Psychologist who works with children, adolescents, adults, couples 
and families in the Mawaena and Kapolei clinics. She received her Doctoral and Master's degrees in 
Clinical Psychology from Argosy University Hawaii. She earned her Bachelor’s degree in Psychology 
with a Minor in Child Development from Mount St. Mary's College in Los Angeles. She completed 
both her predoctoral internship and postdoctoral fellowship at WCCHC. She created and 



implemented the Holomua Program, a grant funded, group therapy program for foster and 
adoptive children and parents on the Leeward coast. Her clinical interests include ADHD, pervasive 
developmental disorders, attachment, trauma, depression, anxiety, cultural diversity, and rural 
psychology. She integrates bibliotherapy, play therapy, theraplay, sand tray, music and art into 
therapy as appropriate. Her theoretical orientation is Cognitive Behavioral.  

Michelle D. Kang, Psy.D., CSAC is a Staff Psychologist who works with children, adolescents, and 
adults in the Mawaena and Little Mawaena Clinics. Her professional interests include working with 
individuals who have experienced trauma (rape, child sexual assault, domestic violence, PTSD, etc.), 
attachment, grief and bereavement, cultural diversity, anxiety, and depression. Her theoretical 
orientation is psychodynamic and interpersonal and she integrates other theoretical orientations 
and interventions as they fit with different clients. She received training in play therapy, family play 
therapy, and sandplay therapy. She has worked in outpatient and inpatient settings, as well as in 
forensic settings. She completed her Postdoctoral Fellowship at the Center for Multicultural 
Training in Psychology at Boston Medical Center and Predoctoral Internship at the University of 
Missouri-Columbia Counseling Center. She received her Master’s and Doctorate degrees in Clinical 
Psychology from Argosy University, Hawaii and her Bachelor’s degree in psychology from the 
University of Hawaii-Manoa.  

Hsin-Tine “Tina” Liu-Tom, Ph.D. is a staff psychologist who works with youth, adults, couples, and 
families in the Mawaena Clinic, Mawaena Kai Clinic, and the Waipahu Clinic. She completed her pre-
doctoral internship at the University of California at Berkeley’s Counseling and Psychological 
Services and her post-doctoral fellowship at the National Center for PTSD/Honolulu VA. She 
received her doctorate in Counseling Psychology from the University of Texas at Austin. Previous 
work experiences include being a supervising psychologist for special needs children and their 
families through the School Based Behavioral Health program in the Department of Education/State 
of Hawaii, staff psychologist for research and training at the National Center for PTSD/Honolulu VA, 
and clinician in private practice. Her theoretical orientation is integrative, but she draws primarily 
from the psychodynamic and cognitive behavioral perspectives. Clinically, she is also interested in 1) 
working with couples where one or both partners have experienced PTSD and 2) incorporating 
dream work into individual psychotherapy.  

John Myhre, Psy.D. is the Director of Behavioral Health and a Staff Psychologist. He received his 
Master’s and Doctoral degrees in Clinical Psychology from Georgia School of Professional Psychology. He 
received his Bachelor’s degree in Communication from the University of Hawaii, Manoa. He completed 
his predoctoral internship at Phoenix Indian Medical Center/Arizona State Hospital and his postdoctoral 
fellowship at Tripler Army Medical Center. He is a Native Hawaiian Health Scholar and a Hawaii 
Foundation Scholar. 

Mei Watson, Psy.D. is a Staff Psychologist in the Malama Ola Clinic and the Mawaena Clinic where 
she works with adults, with an emphasis on weight and chronic disease management. She received 
her Doctoral and Master’s degrees in Clinical Psychology from Argosy University Hawaii and her 



Bachelor’s degree in Psychology from the University of Hawaii. She completed both her predoctoral 
internship and postdoctoral fellowship at Waianae Coast Comprehensive Health Center. 

Robert Young, M.D. is a Psychiatrist and the Chief of Behavioral Sciences. He received his M.D. from 
the University of Hawaii, John A. Burns School of Medicine and his B.A. in Chemistry from the 
University of Hawaii, Hilo. He completed both his residency and fellowship at the University of 
Hawaii, Department of Psychiatry. Prior to coming to WCCHC, he was an Assistant Professor with 
the University of Hawaii, Department of Psychiatry. He treats children, adolescents, and adults in 
the Mawaena Clinic. 

 


